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welcome

This is your space. Your space to think, to draw, to write, to talk, to sit. Your space to
be in charge of. You probably have some things to do. Maybe you've got some worries,
questions, or feelings. Maybe you're angry or sad, or happy and excited, or maybe you
don't even know how to feel. And that's all right.

But here’s one thing we'd like you to know—God knows how you're feeling. He knows
your story. He loves you. And He wants you to know Him.

We hope this guide will help you think through the things you'll be talking about in your
group sessions. But more than that, we hope you'll have a chance to learn more about
yourself and more about the God who sees you and knows you and loves you.

You have searched me, Lorp,
and you know me.
You know when | sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

Psalm 139:1, 2
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How to Use this Guide

In each lesson you'll find these parts:

e VIEW: Here you'll see a summary of the lesson’s main message
and some questions to help you think about it. You may also want to
use these questions with your small group.

* YOURTAKE: Jot down thoughts or images from what you've learned
that you want to remember.

« REMEMBER: Challenge yourself to memorize a part of God's Word.

¢ YOUR STORY: Think about something you've learned that is
meaningful to you and your faith journey, or think about how
something in your life fits in well with the lesson.

¢ OWN IT: Dig into God's Word for yourself and find out even more
about the main point of the lesson.

e SEARCH: Spend time searching for related topics in God's Word.
What do you feel or think in response to what you see in the Bible?

You can also use any of these pages to write down questions you have or things
you want to pray about. Text or talk to one of your leaders whenever you want
to discuss something that you don't understand or something you want to learn
more about. Talk to your friends too. Sometimes a simple question can lead to a
life-changing conversation.
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Powerful Words // Quarter 1 Unit 3 Lesson 12

The Bible contains numerous verses about using words wisely. Take a few moments to explore what your
Bible has to say on related topics by searching for terms such as tongue, speech, speak, or gossip in your

Bible app or in a Bible concordance or index. Write down the references and what you learn from them.
Here's a couple to get you started:

e Proverbs 25:11, 12
e Colossians 4.5, 6
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steps on the faith journey

WHO NEEDS TO BE SAVED?

Paul said, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23). No human is perfect. We
all make wrong choices. We all sin. And we are all
responsible for the consequences of our sin.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES?

In Romans 6:23, Paul simplified the consequences into two

categories: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” The actions that go

along with sinful behavior and thinking ultimately lead down —\p’\—
aroad that will take us away from goodness and wholeness—

separating us from God. With Jesus as our Savior we are
granted access to eternal life with Him.

HOW CAN I FIX IT?

You can’t. But God can, and did. In Romans 5:8 we read: “But
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us!” When Jesus sacrificed His life
for us and died on the cross, He took on the punishment for
our sin. And if you read all of chapter 5, you can see that the
“us” Christ died for includes all of us—for His “one righteous
act resulted in justification and life for all people” (v. 18).

BUT HOW CAN I BE SAVED AND GET ETERNAL LIFE?

Salvation is a gift that God freely offers us. Acts 2:38 tells us
how to accept that gift: “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” When we
are baptized, the sin which separates us from God is washed
away. Not only are we given eternal life, we are also given the
Holy Spirit who will guide and comfort us.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SAVED?

It's hard to explain the feeling of being forgiven of our sins.
But Paul reminds us in Romans 5:1 that “since we have been
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ” No more separation. No more conflict with
God.That doesn’t mean life will be easy and smooth. On the
contrary, Jesus tells us there will be trouble (John 16:33).
But “there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus” (Romans 10:1).

If someone you know wants Jesus Christ to be their Lord and Savior,
walk through these questions together. Then lead the person to discuss

their decision with their family and minister, as appropriate.




CONNECT
Student Guide
No. 150468-7 )
1 6 3 *






