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Focus:

Bible Basis:

Memory Verse:

Christians are
called to do things
differently.

Acts 9:6, 20-31;
13:1-4

Offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God
—this is your true and proper
worship. —Romans 12:1

Students will talk about things that lead them the wrong way as they explore
Saul’s miraculous turnaround.
Materials:
• Internet access
During the holiday season, people often travel distances to visit family and friends. When
driving new places, many depend on a GPS for direction.
➢ Many people have stories related to the GPS. What experiences has your family had
with a GPS? Have you ever been in the car when the GPS frustrated the driver, or has it
always worked well for you? (Answers will vary.)
Share the following video [3:15; stop at 2:41]:
Google Maps Giving Wrong Directions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-QBy2kIbxM
Because Google didn’t correct the error in the map, it delayed the paramedics from
getting to Katherine Potter. GPS programs are designed to help us navigate roads to get
from one place to the next, but sometimes, these programs lead in the wrong direction.
There are other influences that lead us as we walk through daily life. Some may lead us
away from our goals or the direction God wants for us.
➢ Have you ever tried to go on one path in your life only to get in trouble for what you
did, how you did it, or who you were with? What happened? (Answers may vary.)
➢ How do pressures from your school friends affect the direction you take? (Answers
may vary; they encourage following friends to cheat, misbehave, pick on others, etc.)
➢ What other influences in life have led you in a direction you wish you had not gone?
(Answers will vary but may include social media, television, siblings, etc.)

Saul had a strong sense of direction—a determination to persecute Christians. Let’s see
how he realized he needed to turn around and what his life was like after that change.
(Continue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.)
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Materials:
• Pen/pencils (1 per student)
• Index cards (1 per student)
If your class is meeting online, invite your students to bring an index card or piece of paper, along
with a pen or pencil, with them to class.
Today we read that after Saul had an encounter with God, his life turned around.
Instead of persecuting Christians, he preached about Jesus. After Jesus changed Saul’s life,
the Holy Spirit guided Saul on a path dedicated to serving God.
Many people’s lives have turned around, coming to Jesus after living for other things.
Instead of letting other influences continue to lead them through life, they live differently in
the power of the Holy Spirit.
Answer the following questions quietly in your hearts and minds.
➢ What is different about your life now that you know Jesus? Or, if you don’t have a
relationship with Jesus yet, what is different about the life of someone else you know
who follows Jesus?
➢ How do you believe the Holy Spirit might be guiding you to live differently today?
This could include telling others about Jesus, changing a behavior, or living differently
by serving God and others in some way.
It is the Holy Spirit, not a GPS, who influences the way Christians live—and He never
steers us wrong if we follow Him.
Hand out one index card to each student and a pen/pencil. If your class is meeting online,
invite students to have their papers and pens or pencils ready.
Today we are going to make cards to help us as we pray about living differently. Since
we are going to use our cards to help us pray, we need to write a few reminders on it. On
one side of the card, write, “Christians are called to do things differently.” On the second
side of the card, write, “I want to live a life holy and pleasing to God.” Below that, write one

thing you want God to change within you so that you can live a holy, pleasing life.
Brainstorm ideas with your students if they’re confused about this part.
During the week, read through your card each day as you pray. Read the first two
sentences aloud and then ask God for direction with what you asked Him to help you with.
Draw a small heart on your card as you see Him answering that prayer.
Rather than closing with a corporate prayer, allow the students to scatter and practice praying
with their cards.
(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these
pages. At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web
page content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website
[including pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review
carefully before showing links in the classroom.)

