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Memory Verse:

The suffering Jesus
is the predicted
King.

Isaiah 53

He was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
—Isaiah 53:5

Students will compare predictions about their own lives to the prophecies about
the humble King of glory.
A lot of people talk a big game, making bold predictions about their future without really
knowing what the outcome will be. Maybe it’s the athlete who claims they’ll win the game.
Perhaps it’s the student who claims they’ll get a perfect score on the next test. Some people
even make bold predictions about their failure, saying they’ll lose the game or do poorly on
a test.
➢ Have you ever heard of the term “self-fulfilling prophecy”? What does this mean?
(A self-fulfilling prophecy occurs when our expectations of how something should turn out
actually changes our behavior to influence that outcome.)
➢ Do you think these sorts of claims are common? (Accept all reasonable answers. Share
that our egos may drive us to proclaim future victory, and our insecurities may drive us to
predict failure.)
➢ Have you ever made a bold prediction like this? If so, what was it? (Accept all
reasonable answers.)
➢ The Bible contains many prophecies that speak of Jesus—the promised Messiah.
How are the Bible’s promises different from fortune-telling or a “crystal ball”?
(Divination or fortune-telling are not of God. The Old Testament made many references to
Jesus’ death and resurrection and all of them came true, exactly as God had planned. The
outcome was not manipulated by humans but by the trustworthy sovereignty of God.)
God knew from the beginning what the outcome would be—and it’s exciting to discover
not only the miracle of a fulfilled promise, but also the implications for me and you. Jesus
didn’t come on the scene with money, flashy clothes, or arrogant predictions, but His
stunning arrival changed everything.

(Con%nue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.)
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Materials:
• Sheets of paper (1 per student)
• Pens/pencils (1 per student)
In this step, you’ll be challenging your students to recognize God’s faithfulness to fulfill His
promises in their own lives. If your class is meeting online, invite your students to bring a pen/
pencil and paper with them to class.
Studying the prophetic history behind the resurrection of Jesus Christ definitely builds
our faith. But Jesus didn’t die on the cross just to make the Old Testament look legitimate.
He did it for you! Our sin separated us from God, and Jesus’ sacrifice brought us back to
Him. So how can we understand the full meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice? Let’s reflect on what
He’s done for us.
Allow your students to work in groups of two or three. Hand out papers and pens/pencils to
your students. If your class is meeting online, invite them to have those items ready. Although
your students are working interactively in this exercise, they should each complete a personal
activity sheet to take home. Instruct them to make two columns labeled PROMISES and
OUTCOMES on their papers.
First, let’s start with some obvious promises that God has made for us in the Bible. To
get you started, on the PROMISES side, let’s all write “A Messiah or Savior” and on the
OUTCOME side, let’s write “Jesus’ arrival in Bethlehem.” Can we think of a few more Old
Testament prophecies that were fulfilled?
Your group can reference things from today’s lesson like His crucifixion and suffering, His
lack of earthly power, or the details of His birth. After you finish, lead them to a more personal
application.
Now that we’ve identified some of the Bible’s promises, we can also pinpoint the ways
that God’s promises have been fulfilled in our own lives today.
Instruct students to write down specific times in their lives where God has been faithful.
These can be times of comfort, answered prayers, specific healing, lessons learned, sins forgiven,

His character revealed, or personal salvation. When students have written things down, discuss
these questions together.
➢ It’s easy to see how God’s promises were fulfilled explicitly in the Bible, but not so
easy to recognize how He’s working right now! Would anyone like to share one promise
you’ve seen answered in your own life? (Listen to students share examples; be prepared to
share your own experience.)
➢ Why is it important to tell others about what He’s done? (We want to bring attention
to HIS goodness and not our own actions. It is encouraging to hear about Jesus’ faithfulness
during our valleys; it gives us hope and keeps us going.)
➢ Who can you tell this week about God’s promises? Write one name on your paper.
We never want to hold onto our sins, but we also want to acknowledge how Jesus
destroyed them on the cross. Take your papers home, put them in a visible place, and make
sure you share with at least one person how God has been faithful to keep His promises to
you.
Close in prayer.
(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these
pages. At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web
page content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website
[including pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review
carefully before showing links in the classroom.)

