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Lesson 4

Focus:

Bible Basis:

Memory Verse:

Put God first.

Exodus 20:15, 17;
Matthew 6:19-34

“But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well.”
—Matthew 6:33

Students will be reminded that possessions are not the most important thing in
life.
Materials:
• Internet access
If you are teaching this class online, ask students to have an index card and a pen or pencil ready
for Step 4.
Imagine pulling up to a gate that opens up for your Rolls Royce, driven by your
chauffeur. The car pulls into a driveway of a four-story mega mansion in Bel Air, California.
This mansion has nine bedrooms, fifteen bathrooms, and 19,000 square feet of living space.
Keep in mind that the average house in the United States has 2,687 square feet.
On the entertainment floor of the house is a complete theater, a fitness and wellness
wing, and a commercial kitchen for those times when you hire a professional chef to come in
and prepare the food for a party. And the setting for that party could be around the infinity
pool that overlooks downtown Los Angeles. On a clear day you can see the Pacific Ocean.
And you wouldn’t have to worry about the neighbors—the closest neighbor is a museum far
away.
Let’s take a look at this mansion worth $56,000,00.00.
Share the following virtual tour [Start at 1:08 and stop around 4:09]:
Title: Inside a $56 Million Bel Air Mega Mansion
Source: YouTube.com
URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VifGQZVJ7ns
Short Description: A tour of one of the most expensive mansions in the United States.

➢ It’s clear that someone who owned this mansion would have to be quite rich! Does
anybody wish they could get their hands on just a little of that money—maybe a measly
ten thousand bucks or so? What would you do with that kind of cash if you had it?
(Allow students to speculate on their fantasy fortune.)
Now, there’s nothing wrong with money. Jesus talked quite a bit about how God knows
that we need things like food and clothes. But when we put stuff ahead of God, we’re
prioritizing things that we can’t keep over the one thing we can’t lose.
Let’s check out the Bible’s teachings about keeping God first, and stuff—that we can’t
keep anyway—a distant second.
(Continue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.)
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Materials:
• Index cards
• Pens/pencils
At the beginning of our lesson, we talked about a mega mansion. Many of us admitted that
we wouldn’t mind getting our hands on of the cash it would take to own that mansion.
But remember, a luxury mansion may be only a dream, but when we put stuff ahead of
God, we’re prioritizing things that we can’t keep over the one thing we can’t lose.
➢ What’s one way that we can remind ourselves God is far more important than our
stuff? (You may need to “prime the pump” with a few simple examples like reading the
Bible’s teachings about wealth, praying for a God-pleasing attitude about possessions, or
looking at pictures of people in third world countries who have nothing. If your students
don’t think of it themselves, be sure to suggest that giving may be the most powerful way to
put God first, because it’s a tangible reminder for us that all of our stuff really belongs to
Him.)
Ask students to get out their index card and pen or pencil. Or, hand them out if you are
teaching in a physical classroom. We’ve just talked about how giving money or stuff away can
be one way to keep God first. Why? Because God gave us that money or stuff! Sure, you
may have worked to earn it. But you didn’t create the earth and everything on it out of
nothing. You didn’t make the atoms in your smartphone from scratch. That was all God.
So let’s consider doing an accountability check as we wrap up our lesson today. But this
challenge is . . . well, challenging.
Let’s think about our most prized possession—something we just do not want to do
without. The more we care about the item we pick, the better. Why? Because it will do a
better job of reminding us that we need to put God before our stuff.
➢ What’s the one possession you care about more than any other? (Allow your students
to share. Be sure to let them know which possession you will be nominating yourself in this
challenge.)

After your students have had time to write their most prized possession on the index card,
explain. Here’s your challenge. After our lesson today, give your parents or someone else in
charge this index card. Tell them what we talked about today and how you want to keep
God first. Ask them to keep you accountable by having them trade the card for the object
listed on it any day this week. They must do it randomly and without warning. For one
solid, 24-hour day of their choice, you will have to do without that item. Guess what? If you
can’t do it, then you will know that it has first place in your life, and you need to adjust
accordingly. Tell your students that you will be taking the challenge this week too and be sure to
follow through.
Close in prayer: God, thanks for all of the possessions You’ve given to us. We know that
all of them are gifts from You. Today, we’ve chosen to make a small sacrifice to help keep
You number one in our lives. We ask that this challenge will remind us to keep You in first
place. We thank You that even if we lose everything else—money, stuff, whatever—we can
never lose You. Thanks for being a faithful God who will love us all the way to heaven. In
the name of Jesus, amen.
Take time this week to text students and check how they are doing with their challenge. Be
ready to encourage them—especially if they are struggling to give something up. Sharing your
challenge progress and any of your struggles to put God first may be helpful.
(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these
pages. At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web
page content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website
[including pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review
carefully before showing links in the classroom.)

