
 

 
 

 

Students will talk about temptations they face and watch a short video showing a 
man who plays a trick on porch pirates. 

Materials: 
• Internet access 

There are a lot of differences in this room! You aren’t all the exact same age, and you come 
from different families. Some of you may have several siblings; others may have none at all. 
Some of you might have lived in this city all your life and others could have been born in 
another state or even another country. However, there are a few things that you all 
definitely have in common.	 

➢ Can you think of something everyone in your class has in common? (Answers will 
vary but may include: Everyone is in the same grade, or everyone has a Bible, everyone loves 
summer vacation, etc. For fun you might poll your group to find out if everyone loves pizza 
or ice cream, etc.) 

Definitely one thing everyone in this room has in common is that we all struggle 
sometimes with temptation. Everyone does. 

➢ Who can tell me what temptation is? (Temptation is when we want to do something 
that we shouldn’t do.) 

➢ Can anyone think of an example of temptation? (Possible answers might include: 
cheating, lying, stealing, or gossiping.) 
  
Temptations come in all shapes and sizes. Sometimes, we are tempted to do things that 

might be okay under certain circumstances but simply aren’t the right thing for us. Other 
times, the things we are tempted to do are very wrong. Watch the following video to see 
what happened to someone who gave into temptation to steal something. Play this video for 
the students [2:20]: 

Portland porch pirate gets a stinky surprise! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6f8iQJQLbhw 
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Although this is a funny story of a homeowner who wanted people to stop stealing his 
packages, having your items stolen is no laughing matter! 

➢ Why do you think porch pirates give in to the temptation to rob or steal? (Possible 
answers might include: They were greedy, they wanted something that didn’t belong to them, 
they thought they could get away with it easily, or they thought they could sell items for 
money.) 

Whatever the reason they were tempted to rob or steal, it would have been much better 
for them to avoid or resist the temptation. 

➢ What does it feel like to try to resist temptation? (Possible answer: Like nothing else 
matters more than whatever it is that I want.) 

➢ Can anyone tell about a time they successfully resisted temptation? (Answers will 
vary; be prepared to share your own experience.) 

We all struggle with temptation every day, and it’s important to know how to handle it. 
It’s a good thing for us—we can always be sure there is a way out of temptation when it 
comes. Let’s find out more.  

(Continue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.)  



 

 

 

Materials: 
• Internet access 
• Orange cardstock cut into 3-inch x 5-inch pieces (1 per student) 
• Permanent, fine-tipped, black markers 
• Bibles or smartphones with Bible apps 
• Optional: Whiteboard and marker (or screenshared document) 

If your class is meeting online, invite students to bring cardstock squares and permanent markers 
with them to class. 

Before class, cut orange cardstock into 3 x 5 inch pieces (1 per student). Students will be 
making “Get Out of Temptation” Cards similar to “Get Out of Jail Free” Cards in Monopoly®. If 
you need a visual reminder of what those cards look like, you can view one here: 

Get Out of Jail Free card 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Get_Out_of_Jail_Free_card 

As students are finishing their activities from the last step, bring them back to the discussion 
of the lesson focus. In today’s lesson, we learned about the terrible impact of giving in to 
temptation. 

➢ What was the temptation of Achan in our lesson today? (Achan was tempted by a 
beautiful robe, 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold.) 

➢ Achan gave into temptation. He should have made a different choice! What other 
option did Achan have? (Achan could have obeyed God and participated in the next battle.) 

We know that God will always provide us with a way out. However, the “better option” 
might not always seem like the better choice. Temptation has a way of focusing us on what 
we want, rather than on what God wants from us. The thieves we saw in the video earlier 
had the better option of turning around and walking away before they got caught up in the 
theft.  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Whatever temptation we are experiencing, we know that God will always provide us 
with a way to make the right choice. Hand out orange cardstock pieces and permanent fine-
tipped markers to your preteens (or invite students to have those items ready at home). If you’ve 
ever played the game Monopoly®, you know there is a card called “Get Out Of Jail Free” 
that lets a player leave the “jail” inside the game. Today, you’re going to make your very 
own “Get Out Of Temptation” card. If students need a visual reminder of what this card looks 
like, show them this one: 

Get Out of Jail Free card 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Get_Out_of_Jail_Free_card 

Instruct the students to think for a few minutes about something in their lives that they are 
struggling with or that might be a temptation to them, then draw a picture that represents their 
temptation on one side of the card (alternatively they can draw something to represent temptation 
in general). Then, they should write a Bible verse on the opposite side of the card. The verse can 
be from this lesson (1 Corinthians 10:13, or it can be 2 Corinthians 12:9, Luke 22:40, or Matthew 
6:13). You can direct students to look these up in their Bibles or on their smartphone Bible app; 
or, ask for a volunteer to write them on the whiteboard. 

This week keep your “Get Out Of Temptation” card with you and use it as a reminder 
to make the right choice whenever you are tempted. Remember that no matter how difficult 
it seems, you will always have an opportunity to obey God and do the right thing!  

Close in prayer. 

(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these 
pages. At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web 
page content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website 
[including pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review 
carefully before showing links in the classroom.)
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