
	

 

 

In order to introduce the lesson topic, students will discuss different kinds of 
needs that people have and watch a video about community that is suffering 
severe need and how those needs are being met. 

Materials: 
• Internet access 

Welcome, everyone! In today’s lesson, we’re going to learn about one of the most important 
ways we relate to each other and to God. It has to do with our needs. 

➢ Does anyone know the difference between a need and a want? (Students will likely 
offer examples.) 

A want is something that isn’t necessary but we think would make us happy or fulfilled 
or satisfied. A need is something we really can’t get along without! 

➢ What are some examples of real needs? (Possible answers: Food, air, shelter, water, 
friendship.) 

All of us have certain basic needs that we really can’t get along without. There are the 
obvious ones like food and water. Then there are the less immediate (but no less important) 
needs like family, a place to live, access to doctors and education, and many other things. If 
a person’s needs are not met, it can be really damaging. 

Let’s watch this video carefully. See if you can identify the community’s needs and how 
they were met.  

Play this video for your preteens [2:18]: 
Frontlines of the Global Food Crisis - Uganda, East Africa 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=372siPWQ_uw 

➢ What needs did the community in this video have? (Answer: Affordable access to 
food, better weather for their crops, etc.) 
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➢ How were the community’s needs met? (Answer: Compassion International helped to 
provide and distribute food to the community so families had food to eat.) 

In today’s lesson, Jesus meets an important need for many, many people…but promises 
to meet an even more important need. Let’s see what happens.  

(Continue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.) 



 

 
 

Materials: 
• Printouts of bread graphic (2 per student; template found on the last page of 

this PDF) 
• Pens/pencils 
• Paper cutter 

Before class, print out enough bread graphics so that each student has two graphics (two per page; 
template found on the last page of this PDF). Cut each page in two so that your students have one 
to keep and one to give away. (If your class is meeting online, email the template for families to 
print ahead of time. Invite students to bring printouts and pens/pencils to class.) 

In today's lesson, we heard how Jesus met the needs of five thousand people by 
miraculously providing them with food. All of Jesus’ miracles are amazing, but this is one 
that seems extra special because of how many people it affected all at once. 

➢ What are some important things we learned in our lesson today? (Students may 
comment that Jesus is able to meet all of our needs, that He is the Bread of Life, that there are 
different kinds of hunger and thirst, etc.) 

➢ Other than things like food or shelter, what are some other needs that are met in 
Jesus? (Possible answers might include: Wisdom, guidance, strength, peace, forgiveness, 
eternal life, joy.) 

➢ Can you think of a time when Jesus met your needs? (Be prepared to give your own 
examples to prompt discussion.) 

Hand out bread graphics and pens/pencils (or invite students to have supplies ready at home). 
Ask your students to write out the memory verse on each of their bread graphics. Have your 
students think back over the lesson and how they might share it with someone who doesn’t know 
Jesus as Savior. Encourage them to hang their bread graphic in a spot that will remind them to 
keep their needs always before the Lord in prayer because He stands ready to meet those needs. 
Challenge them to share the other graphic with someone who needs Jesus.  

Close in prayer.  
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(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these 
pages. At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web 
page content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website 
[including pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review 
carefully before showing links in the classroom.)
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