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G ive C h ee rfu I Iy By RLD Editorial Team

STEP 1

Give with all your  Acts 4:32-37; 5:1-11  Each of you should give what you have
heart. decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
—2 Corinthians 9:7

Your students will discuss ways young people can be generous—even without
money.

Materials:
« Internet access

The last several years have created a lot of financial anxiety and uncertainty—for families,
communities, and our country as a whole. Many of us may have felt that financial stress in
our communities or known a friend or relative who had to find a new job. Even though we
can’t always help others financially, there are many ways to show kindness and generosity
that don’t cost money. Let’s take a look at some ideas.

Share the following list under the “Let’s chat about acts of kindness” heading with your
students. As they read through the list, encourage them to take notes on ideas that resonate with
them.

24 Random Acts Of Kindness That Don't Cost Any Money

https://www.hayliesdailies.com/blog/random-acts-of-kindness

> This list isn’t just for kids—it’s a good reminder for everyone. What are three ideas
that are particularly suited to someone your age? (Answers will vary.)

> What are some stories you’ve heard in the past month that illustrated generosity?
(Be ready to share not only national or global stories but also local philanthropy.)

> A believer in Jesus has different motivation for helping others. It’s not just about
“the human spirit” or feeling good about ourselves. What is the difference? (Christians
are not only commanded to give generously, but they are reflecting the grace and character of
their Savior.)


https://www.hayliesdailies.com/blog/random-acts-of-kindness

> Most people will give something if there’s a promise of reward or recognition. For
example, someone might try to sell the most tickets to a charity event in order to earn
first place in a contest. Why should we give even if there’s no payback? (The quiet,
anonymous giver is best positioned to throw the glory back to God rather than take it for
himself.)

Giving generously is an unnatural act in a selfish, pleasure-seeking world. It’s important
to study God’s perspective on money and possessions instead of following the crowd.

(Continue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.)
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Give Cheerfully

STEP 4

Give with all your Acts 4:32-37; 5:1-11 Each of you should give what you have
heart. decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
—2 Corinthians 9:7

Materials:
+ Paper
« Pens or pencils

If your class is meeting online, invite them to bring supplies with them to class.

Did you know that you don’t need a lot of money to bless someone? You have everything
you need to be a generous giver, even without the help of your mom or dad. The early
church shared what they had with other believers, and you can model that same spirit of
love today.

Distribute supplies (or invites students to have them ready at home). Encourage students to
think of three family members, neighbors, organizations, or ministries that could be blessed by
their talents or treasures. Invite students to write those three names or organizations onto their
papers.

Next, help students identify some skills they have, perhaps using the article from Step 1 for
inspiration. Encourage them to write down any ideas that come to mind for how to bless those
people or organizations as you guide them through the following discussion.

> Which items on your list would be excellent to do with another family member’s
help? (Accept all reasonable responses.)

> Are there some items that can be repeated on a more consistent basis? How can we
get into a habit of cheerful giving? (One-and-done acts of kindness are great, but it’s even
better to build a natural habit of giving through repetition.)

> Can any of your ideas be “secret” blessings? Why is it sometimes good to not be
recognized for our deeds? (It is better to let God have the glory for an act of kindness
instead of posting it in a self-seeking online post or signaling in any way that you want people
to “look-at-me.”)

> Moms and dads are great resources, but can you do something on your list without
their help? (Let students share their ideas.)



As you close, remind your students that even though they are still young, they can follow
Jesus’ commands to give generously. Their three ideas are ready to go! Encourage them to follow
through this week.

Pray to close.

(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these
pages. At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web
page content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website
[including pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review
carefully before showing links in the classroom.)



